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To my Honoured Friend, and Wor- © 
thy Pariſhioner, Foſeph Alton, the 
elder, Eſq; at Bradwell in the Coun- 
ty of Bucks. 


Worthy Sir, 


N compliance with your Deſires, which, 
where there 1s Friendſhip, have the weight 
of Commands in them, (ihough there 
wanted not T hoſe neither from Mr. High- 

Sheriff your Son, ) I have at laſt ventured in- 
to the world that Diſcourle, at which, in the de- 
livery of it, your domeſtick Grief® having in- 
diſpoſed you for the Publick, you could not be 
preſent. It comes forth with this Advamage, 
if this be one; that "tis ſomewhat larger by the 
Acceſſton of many things, which time would not 
give leavethen to Inlarge upon. If there be any 
further benefit or ſatisfa&tion may redound to 
the Reader from it, as it -now appears, *( which 
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The Epiſtle Diicecry: 


I dare not hope for ) you have a-particular Right 
. To challenge the Acknowledgment : this Sermon 
having bin begotten under your roof, conceived [ 
and born within your walls, and fo of Due be- oO 
longing to you 3, the Old Law both Sacred and Cis | 
wil having ordered, that Children born in 
the Houſe ſhould be reckoned into the Maſter's 
Poſſeſſron;, and it being the Uſual Colrſe, which 
the Municipal Law it ſelf preſcribes, that poor | 
Children and Wanderers be ſent back to the place 
of their Birth to be provided for. 
Sir, Having given you ſome ſmall account of 
my Obedience, I cannot but think my ſelf obli. 
ged to acquit my ſelf alſo in ſome meaſure up- 
on the ſcore of Gratitude. Thanks zs the leaſt 
Return can be made: there will be more ; the 
Prayers of our poor drooping. Pariſh-Church , 
which you by your late ſeaſonable Kindneſs bave © 
put Life into. For I need not aſſure you (as 
. one that are ſo well acquainted with the purport 
of Holy Writ , and ſtudied in Gods promiſes , 
which are to None more Ample, then to the libe- 
ral and cheerful Giver ) that as Charity in ge- 
neral 3s the ſurcſt way of putting our Wealth out of 
the reach of Fortune : ſo particularly Bounties to 
Pious and Publick Falep have in ſeveral regards 
Ppecte BE 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
peculiar and large Retributions aſcertained to 
them, both in our Temporal and Eternal concerns. 
If this Freedom of Mentioning, what you perhaps 
wiſh might have been Concealed, offend), I muſt. 
mind you , that ſuch Actions as theſe, where 
the very Example many times is as uſeful as the. 
BenefaGure, though they are not to be done to that 
End, yet our Saviour ſays they muſt be done in 
that Manner, that men may ſee onr good works 
and glorifte God. 

Sir, this ſorry Inſcription, whatever It 7s, 
begs your Acceptance, as a hearty, though a mean 
Teſtimony of thoſe ReſpeFs, that are Due to you 


from Him, who is 


Sir, 
Your afiecionate Servant in Chriſt 


 Chelſey June | 
= ky or | our great Lord and Maſter, 


_ A. Littleton. 
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441 1 SAM. VII. 15. 16. 
And Samuel judged Iſrael all the days of bis 


life. | 

And he went from year to year in Circuit to 
Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged 
Iſrael zn all thoſe places. py 


HE very Notion . of Judging implies a 
| Law: there being ſuch a mutual con- 
nexion and relation betwixt the Judge 
and the Law, that they infer one another, 
and the denyal of one takes away the 
other allo. No Law; no Judge: No Judge no Law. 
For how ſhall $4xzacl judge, if he have not a Avle laid 
before him, according to which judgment is to be 
made? and that Aule is the Law. And on the other ſide, 
to what purpoſe ſerves the Law, if there be not ſome 
Perſon authorized, who may interpret that Law, and 
#pply it to particular caſes, and ſee it put in due and 
orderly execution? and that Perſon 1s the Judge. IF 
then there be a Judge, it follows that there is a Law 
alto, by which as heis ;--pewered, ſo he is tobe direfed. 
We have a Reverend Judee before us in the Text, on 
the Seat. It will be neceſſary then, in order to their 
afting, to open their 'Co-2”i//zon firſt (as is uſual) and 
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(2) 


toſhew the-Law, by authority whereof $4zzuel and all 
his fellow- Judges are to 4F. | #1 

Law isas connatural to Man, as his Reaſon is. For. 
what is Reaſon 1t (elf, but a aw and Kale of mens aCti- 
ons? This 1s that, which conſtitutes and denominates 
us 27ern. For he that doth not govern himſelf accord- 
ing to the preſcript of right Reaſoz, lives not the life 
of Man; and conſequently doth both tranſgreſs the 
Law, and forfeitthe Priviledee,of his Creation; either 
by ſenfuality and Juſt degrading himſelt into Beaſ?, or 
by envy and malice and ſpiritual wickedneſs trans- 
forming himſelf into Dew7l. 

Hence out of the ſource of Reaſon flows the Law of 
Nature, jus .20n ſcripturm , the unwritten Law, or ra- 
ather, as the Apoſile terms it, the Law written in every 
Mans heart : his conſcience acculing, or excuſing him, 
in every thing he does, according as he in his aftions 
thwarts or complies with this Law. This is that the 
oreat Orator ſpeaks of, Lex non polita, ſed inſita; non 
imperata, ſed innata: a Law not ſpeaking to us from 
without 3 but implanted in the mind of Man, and in- 
terwoven in his very conſtitution. Tothis Law belong 
all thoſe Co27290x Notions, by which we are taught to 
acknowledge the Exiſtence of God, and to diſtinguiſh 
what is Honeſt, and Juſt, and Becoming the Nature of 
Man (whether Alone or in Society) and what 1s other- 
wiſe. Andby this very Law. we are inſtructed to or- 
der our behaviour, as Men, in a fair decorum, piouſly 
towards God, ſoberly towards our ſelves, and juſtly, 
and modeſtly, and charitably too towards other men 3 
for even charity it ſelf is an aft of juſtice (lo the He- 
brew terms it Px) at leaſt the doing that to others, 


. 


us the Koyal Law bids us do, which were we in their 


Cons» 


(3) 
condition, we would have done to our ſelves. 
Totheſe Heads of Picty to God and Juſtice to Men, 
a learned ARabbir, in his diſcourſe with the King of 
Cozar , geduces all the Laws of Nature; grounding 
them upon thoſe two places of Scripture, Dext. Lo. 12. 
What does the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear 
him, and to love him, and to ſerve him? and Mic. 6.8. 
that doth the Lord rcquire of thee, O man, but to do 
juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God 2 And the ſame Author further tells us, that thee 
Svgvr on Statuta IntelleFualiaz (Co he calls 
them, as things which natural Reaſon, and humane Un- 
derſtanding of it (elf, without any prompting, judges 
fit tobe obſerved) I ſay theſe laws of Nature are ne- 
ce{larily pre-required,as preparatory exerciſes, to the 
knowledge and performance of the Divine 'Law 3 as 
things, without which no Society can ſubſiſt; inſo- 
much that Rebels and Thieves, though they be unjuſt 
to others, yet are forced upon this principle to pra- 
ice a kind of juſtice amongſt themſelves, that they 
may keep their party together upon fair and equitable 
terms. | | 
This is the Law of Nature then 5 and truly would we 
live up to the diretion of That, we ſhould not need 
any other Law. But upon the fall of man Nature it (elf 
being univerſally Cas it was) corruptedas well as weak- 
zed.,and the Notions of Original Righteouſneſs, through 
prevailing wickedneſs, which has increaſed all atong 
proportionably with mankind it ſelf, being ina manner 
wholly defaced and obliterated; it was neceſſary,that 
Law ſhould berecovered, and re-imprinted upon the 
memory of men, that even vulgar underſtandings 
ſhould have their dutiesplainly laid out before them : 
B 2 an 


(4) 
and this to be done by Poſitive Laws; which. being 
founded, as near as might be, upon thoſe of Nature, as 
being the productions of reaſon and convenience toge- 
ther, might accommodate general Axles to particular 
Taſtances, according to circumſtances of time and 
place, and the exigencies of the ſtate of things for the 
ſecurity of government, and the ſafety of the people 
to be governed. This God himſelf provided for in 
the 1ſraclitiſh Common-wealths by preſcribing them 
Rules not only for their oral behaviour 3 (tor theſe 
were of perpetual univerſal obligation to all mankind, 
and this was that Law written in the heart, before it 
was engraven upon ſtone. but for their Civzl affairs 
alſo, and even to the very Ceremonies. in his publick 
worſhip. Thefirſt of theſe, namely, the Moral Law, 
as I (aid, obligeth all men whatſoever; and noleſs, if 
not more, now, ſince Chriſt is come, then before : but 
as to the two latter, the Judicial and the Ceremonial 
Laws, God has left particular States and Cimreches to the 
liberty of their own determinations, ſo to order both 
Political and Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, as may be moſt 
expedient; provided they command nothing contrary 
. to thatlaw, which he himſelf hath given us; I mean, 

the 1/oral Law. | 
Togive twoor three T-ſtances. 

Theft 18 forbidden in the ezghth precepr, and by the Ju- 
dicial Law was to be puniſhed (amongſt the Jews) only 
with a fourfold reſtitution of the thing ſtoln, in kind, 
or of the value of it. But in moſt Chriſizar States, 
upon tryal or poſſibly miſtruſt , that that puniſhment 
would not prove a ſufficient reſtraint; the penalty is 
altered, and the Thief dies for it : nor is any allow. 
ed to claim the benefit of the Jadicial Law, when he 

| breaks 


breaks the 2/oral, but is juſtly ſentenced by the Law 
of his own Country; that Law having been made only 
for the Jews, and every Nation now being to be go- 
verned by Laws of its own. 

Again, for the Church, The ſeventh day from the Cre- 
ation, which 1s commanded in the foxrth precept to be 
kept holy, was a ththg ceremonial; but the keeping of 
one day in ſeven or {ome ſuch proportion of time, was 
perhaps a Zſorel duty. The Chriſtian Church therefore. 
has both laid afide the Ceremony, and preſerved the Mos \, 
rality, by changing the day. - | | 

On the other hand, the Worſhip of God is a duty 
the very Law of Nature requires of men in Society - 
Now for Forms and Habits, and the Ceremonies of Wor- 
ſhip, (ſince God cannot be woſhipt otherwiſe, I mean, 
without ſome Form and Ceremony or other) theſe 
arc to be ordered by the Churches appointment 3 and 
every Member of that Churth (I ſpeak of a National 
_ Church) 180bliged,- unleſs he can be ſure ſuch appoint- 
ments are againſt Gods Law, to obey and comply with 
her Orders. - 

But, what ſome ſay, that in Civil concerns indeed 
we are tied up to the Laws; but in Church affairs we 
are left to our own choice and | berty 3 is no more 
yain and frivolous, than 'tis abſurd aad irrational. For 
a man may upon as good reaſon demand to faſhion the 
Laws to his own mind, by which he means to Live; as 
to ſhape his Religion to his own tancy and Intereſt + ſince 
he 1s alike accountable to the Government for both, 

_ and ſeparations in ChurchMay prove of as dangerousa 

conſequence tothe Publick, as divifons in State. For 

he that has made himſelf his own God, (tis an expreſſi- 

on of a late Author againſt Atheiſm) will by his good 
, WI 


as 4 ” 
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will be his own K7izg too. And it may very- well be 
ſuſpefted, that thoſe who grumble at Church-orders, 
would not, if they coald helpit, be very well ſatisfied 
with the Civil Laws neither, they both having their 
Riſe from the ſame Authority. At this paſs were 
things in 7/7ael, when every man did that which was 
rieht in his own eyes, and then 'tis ſaid they did #hat 
which was evil in the ſight of the Lord. And ſo it was 
always, when there was zo King in 1ſrael; Wherefore 
to prevent ſuch diſorders, and to deliver them from 
thoſe dz/treſſ:s, their diforders brought upon them, God 
often raiſed them up Judges, the laſt whereof was $4- 
muel here,a Prieſt and a Judge. And Samnel judged 1j- 
rael &c. p 


In which words conſider we him, 

T.In his ſ{ation or Reſidence, as a Judge upon the Bench: 
he judged I{rael all the days of his life; and that at Ra- 
#14h, where his houſe was, as it follows, vs 17. 

2. In his Journey and Circuit, as a Jufivce in Eyre: 
_ he 9" from year to year in Circuit to Bethel and G11- 
' oal, @&*c. 

Thuslike the ſtanding and moving foot of a pair of 
Compaſſes 3 his fixed and ſetled judicature was at Ra- 
#ah, andthe occaſional exerciſe of it from year to year 
at other places alſo. 


T. Asto his conſtant Reſidence, wherein four things 
are to betaken notice of: 

I. His Perſon; Sammel. 

2. His Office; to jadge 1/racl. 

3. His Patent 3 all the days of his Life. 

4. His Seat, out of the next yerſe, Kamah. 


1. Firſt 


(7) 
[. Firſt for the chara&er and. qualification of the 
Perſon. Samnel was Prophet and Prieſt as well as Judge, 
Right Reverend in all his capacities, in all his ſanctions : 
Nor was it any objection againſt him from the people, 
that he was a Church-man, and fo unfit to ſerve his 
Country 1n a ſecular charge. Nor was it to him any 
ſcruple of Conſcience within his own breaſt , that he 
intangled himſelf with czvil affairs, or took upon him 
more imployments, than one man could well go 
thorough. 'Tis true, he was devoted by his Mother in 
his long coats to the Churches ſervices 7 have lent hinz, - 
ſays ſhe, to the Lord, as long as he lives, Chap. 1. werſ. 
28, and accordingly he after El:'s death ſucceeded him 
in the Prieſthood. Again all 7frael (the Text tel)sus) 
rom Dan even to Berſheba knew, that Samnel was eſta- 
bliſhed to be a- Prophet of the Lord, Chap. 3. verſ. 20. 
And not only ſo; a Prophet himſelf, but a trainer up 
of young Prophets, the Preſident of a Colledge at Naz- 
oth 1n Ramah. Chap. 19. verſ. 20. And here 'tis ſaid 
he judged Iſ#ael all the days of his life. Theſe were 
three ſuch imploys, as for the attendance they requir- 
ed, could not well be managed by one Perſon as for 
the conſequence and high concernment of them, ought 
not in prudence, one would think, be intruſted with 
any one. Yet this conſideration was ſo far, from et. 
ther diſadvantaging the publick, or diſparaging any of 
thoſe places, or diſcouraging the perſon that under- 
took them, that his Government brought great ble(- 
{ings to the People, and honour to himſelf, and glory 
to God. For ſuch was his $an@ity and Wiſdom, ſuch 
his Ability of Judgment and Integrity of Life, ſuch his 
Prudence and CondudF, ſuch his conſtant Piety to God, 
and affectionate Zeal for publick good, ſuch his Favour 
with 
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with God and his Reprtation with the People; that in 
all 7/7acl no three men could have been met with, ſingly 
qualified for any one of thoſe three Truſts, as he alone 
was for all three. Nor did jt make a little for the 
Peace and Unity and good order of the Co-10n-wealih, 
that the ſame Perſon was Suprewe Gorernour, both in 


| Clarchand State; which elſe in ſome caſes might claſh, 


and give advantage to a factious people, one againſt 
the other. Nor it ſeems was this the firſt time, that 
both Powers thus met in ope Perſon : for Fl;, who was his 
immediate Predeccſlor in the Prieſthood, had been 
Judge forty years before 3 nor 1s it unlikely, that this 


civil Office might together with the ſacred fundion be 


devolved upon him by ſucceſlion, as he was Prieſt; 
the Jewiſh Writers telling us, 1t was not unuſual, that 
in later times the High Przeſt, it he were reputed a Wile 
and a Good man, was-choſen into the $ahedrin, and 
made the Na#, which is as much as with us the Lord Pre- 


| dent of the Supreme Conrt; and in former times we 


find in Scriptural Language that Cohen lignified both/ 
Prieſt and Prince. Nor was it for nothing that at firſt, 
before Aarons Family was ſettled, the Prieſthood went 
conſtantly along with the Primogeniture; whereupon 
Eſau is branded for prefane, becauſe he ſofligntly part- 
ed with his Birthright. Afterwards indeed 2oſes and 
Aaron, being Brothers, did by Divine appointment di- 
vide the Powers, the one managing the Sword, the o- 
ther the Keys. Nor do we meet with any Inſtance, 
where they were joined-again, till El; and Samxel, 
who were Prieſts and Judges too + But as theſe, being 


Prieſts, had the Supremacy in Stzzeallo; fofrom David 


downwards, the Kizrgs were Supreme Moderators in the 
Church; as appears by Darzids and Solomons Inſtituti- 
| | | - | ons; 
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ons, and by the Reformations of Joſiah, Hezekzah,and 
the like. And, this, though it may not look altoge- 
ther ſo pertinent to this time and place, has howſovever 
this uſeful remark, that the Civzl Magiſtrate ought not ' 
to think himſelf. unconcerned, in the Intereſts of the 
Church, and that fince Prieſts have formerly done the 
oftice of Judges, Judges on the other hand may think 
it to be ſome obligation upon them to take care,as op- 
portumty ſhall ofter, of the Prieſt : that ſo Church and 
S$tute, Whole Intereſts have ſometimes ſo fairly met 
and kindly imbraced one the other; being lodged in 
one and the ſame boſome, may ever, though aſunder 
and intruſted into different hands, yet lovingly agree, 
and be friendly and helpful one tothe other. 


Il. From the Perſon we come to treat of the Office, 
that he was the Judee of Iſrael : and of that | 
I. Inits Nature. 
2. In its Power. 
3. In 1ts Extert. 
4. And laſtly in its Rle. 
I. Firſt for the zatare of it ; as there can be no Judge 
without a Law, toauthorize and dire& him3 for with- 
out that it might be ſaid to him, as it was to Moſes, be- 


| fore he had his Commiſſion 5 Who made thee a Prince 


and 4 Judge over #5? and our Saviour himſelf, when 


_ addreiled to for dividing the Inheritance, atks the 


ſame queſtion, though otherwiſe inall points qualified 
for the office, Who made me 4 Judge? fo on the other 
hand, without a Judge, Law it ſelf would be of no 
uſe: For how would Laws be-executed , or publick 
order be preſerved? Whereforeas the God of nature 


has provided Laws, whereby men are tobe yon 
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(10) 
ſo he has not been wanting to inveſt ſome men, in all 
places and at all times, with authority, to ſecure thoſe 
Laws, and to puniſh the violations of them. He him- 
Telf is the apremze Judge. Nextunder him, in every 
mans own breaſt, his own Conſcience, as Gods depu- 
ty, exerciſes ſoveraign Rule, calling him to the Bar, 
and arraigning him, and either acquitting or con- 
demning him 3 to which end that Facylty is furniſhed 
with a kind of 0»z»i//ezence(which no Judge from with- 
out has; that can but Judge Secundur allegata.& pro- 
bata) ſhe, I ſay, is conſcious toall a mans thoughts as 
well as ations, alledges and proves all he has done or 
ſaid, or ſo much as deſign'd; and, as God himſelf will, 
not only fits upon a man as his Judge, but Stands out 
again{t him too, asa witneſs. 

But this inward Reflexive Judement of the Soul of 
Man upon it ſelf, this Home-Crrenit 18 not enough to do 
the buſineſs of Society. In this our corrupt State, 
wicked men have partly found out ways to bribe, to 
corrupt and debauch, this Jpage within them, partly 
have arrived to that impudence and inſenſibility in 
finning, that they have hardned themſelves againſt the 
ſentence, as well as againſt the di&ates of conſcience, 
and inthe purſuit of what pleafeth a vitious: appetite, 
and a depraved w7ll, neither regard the one nor the 
other, having by bold and frequent attempts upon 


conſcience worn ont all that Awe, which naturaly eve- 


ry man ows to himſelf. The caſeof the generality of 
men ſtanding thus, it was neceſlary, that for external 
polity, whereby men are joyned together in ſociety, 
God ſhould depute other Judges, befides conſtience, 
Clince it would have been ſo dangerous to have left 

men barely to that) who might take care, ze quid. 
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'Reſþ. detriment capiat,. to. prevent miſthieſs that 


might befal community from diſorderly perſons, by 


: reſtraining at leaſt the outward ations of men, and 


bringing them to account for them. And this he has ever 
done. Letus a little trace it to the Original. This 
Judiciary power then was at the firſt founded by God 
in paterzal anthority 3"the Father of the family having 
then jus vite &* necis, power of life and death, and of 
diſpenſing other puniſhments upon thoſe of his own 

ily, according to their demerits: as the examples 
Abraham turning out his fon Iſh»rael 3 of Noah cur- 
ſing Chams and of Judah ſentencing his Daughter-in- 
law to be burnt, &c. doſhew. One evident footſtep of 


' this parental power appears, even in the Judicial Law, 


in the Caſe of the Aebell;zons. Sor, who was to dye with 
his Father's hand upon-him firſt: ſo that, even upon 
this account, every man, that comes. into the world, is 
born under a natural ſubjetior: ' Now when mankind 
was multiplyed, and men were tobe united into larger 
ſocieties and greater bodies; then all the Families of 

thekindred were to be gathered and conſolidated un- 
der ſome one head, the Patrizrch or chief Father of 
all the ſeveral Families. And this power by lineal 
deſcent fell to the Eldeft Sonsz ſo that the firſt-borr: 
were, by prerogative of their birth, Kings and Prieſts 3 
unleſs there happen'd a forfeiture, as it was with 

Eſau, and Aewber, who were therefore juſtly ,put by. 

Afterward when kizdreds themſelves, what with 

the propagation of their own Families, what with 

the commixtion of ſtrangers, were fo inlarged, that 

they became Natiozr5 then the government was in- 

truſted with Kizgs, as Gods Vicegerents. For, though 

there be other Forzzs, which ſhall not now diſpute a- 

-C-2 gain(t, 
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gainſt, yet the 2onarchical has.this advantage atleaſt 
over themall, | that it was:the firſt, andfar the moſt an- 
tient of them all.;'asthe Hiſtorian J-ſtz- has obſerved, 


_ that prircipio rerum, at the beginning of the world, 
that is; when the world was firſt divided into Nations, 


it was governed by Kizgs. This among all other peo- 
plez bur then God-having a tpecial care of his own 
people, . did, not at firſt fet up Kingly Government a- 


 monglt them, (though afterwards upon their deſire he 


did) but to maintain the Theocracy, his own Govern- 
mentamong them,. did, upon occaſion of great tron- 
bles or imminent dangers, raiſe rhem-up Judges, who 
were tantamount to Kizgs. Nay Moſes himtelf gives 
himſelf the very Title too Dext. 33.5. where he 
ſays, that A7oſes was King in Jeſhurum, when the heads 
of the People and the Tribes of Iſrael-were gathered tyge- 
ther. '- And thus'S»fetes, . which is the word for Ju.!ge 
with the Phenicians and Carthaginians their deicen- 
dents, as well as with the Hebrews, is uſed by $ereca 


andothers, that ſpeak of thoſe people, for the Supreme 


Magiſtrate, ©, 2] 1 
'2- And ſuch was: Sarmels power, here,as that of all the 
other Jadgex. before him, differing from the K51::7y ra- 
ther in zame then ſubſtance, as to the exercil. of 1t, 
Some tell us, it was. much-what like that of the 7:/&a- 
tors at Rome, In that they were raiſed only up: 1 ex- 
traordinary\ occaſions, and intruſted with an arb:iirary 
power. *Tistrue, dsthe occaſion was extraordinary, ic 
'twas fit their power. too in ſome meaſure ſhoul-i i32. 
But then thele Judges of ours differed from them i1 01s, 
that thefe had extraordinary aflifttances from God ; not 
to ſay, that theſe having taken upon them once the: 
Government, ſome of thetn, as Elz, Samne!, Nc, n6- 

| VEL 
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ver laid it down again, nor returned back to their 

rivate condition, as they all did, but Julivs Ceſar. 
By this power then they were inſtated in a ſupremacy, 
and were dmwvn3vy': unlimited, - znaccountable and un- 
appealable, They had the univerſal diſpenſation of 
Juſtice, an abſolute right to make War and Peace, 
command of mens perſons and fortunes, and power 
of Life and Death. And all other Aagiſtrates and 
Officers derived their authority from-them. It is 


\ the opinion of ſome, and thoſe learned, that the great 


Conncil of Seventy, which Aoſes for his aſliſtance ſet up 
by the advice of his Father-1n-law Jethro, to help him 
in the try:al of leſfer cauſes, uſually called the Sanhe- 
drim, or Suwidyger, the Jewiſh Parliament, continued 
down from 7ſes without any interruption till Herods 
time; if fo, then the Judge was chief over them. Be- 
ſides there were /efſer Conrts too in each City, much 
like our Hundred-Conrts, and Conrts-Leet 3 to judge of 
ſmaller matters 3- who, as they received their autho- 


rity from the Supreme Court, ſo might be. appealed 


from toit. And all theſe infertour Coxrts ſubordinate 
to the great Corſtſtory, and that it ſelf to the Judge. 
But I rather incline to Grotizs, who thinks that in theſe 


: ttmes all the bands of Government were loſened amidſt 


the popular licentiouſneſs, when every one did what 
they liſt, and that there were no Courts at all kept to 
call them to account 3 but that God raiſed theſe Judges 
on purpoſe, as well torccal the people to good order, 
asto deliver them from the oppreſſion of their ene- 
mies: ſince the Hiſtory makes 1t clearly out, that, at 
every vacancy or i»tervaFof Government, the people 
fell off a freſh into their former diſorders, and thoſe 
diſorders brought new tro#b/es upon them, which both 
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occaſioned the raifing of a new Judge, to reſcue them 
from one and tother, from their fins, and from their 
foes. - For ſowe find Judge Samet in this very Chap- 
ter firſt call them together to 17izpeh for a Faſt and 


Humiliation, before he venture them to Battel againſt 
' the Philiſtines. 


owever it were, theſe Judges had 
not their power from the people, though ſometimes 
the peoples conſent and deſire too was not wanting 
but immediately from God himſelf. And fo is it pro- 
portionably with all ſupreme Magiſtrates. For that 
Aſcham's polition is not true, that they receive their 
power by compact and agreement of the people 3 this 
one argument amongſt many, is enough toevince 3 that 
no manin the world has power over his own Lite ; 
and conſequently cannot transfer that power to ano- 
ther, which he has not himſel6 Nor. has the whole 
Community together that power, fince the particular 


- -perſons, which make up the Community, have no ſuch 


power, and the whole cannot have morein it, then the 


parts had to contribute to it. The Jadicatory power - 


then is not derived from the people, but from God him» 
{elf tranſmitted to the King as ſupreae, *and from him 
to the Judges, as Miniſters of Juſtice ſent by him : the 


King being the fountain of Juſtice and the Soul and Life 
' of the Law. ; | | 


3. And this to the whole body and every part of it, 
inall its concerns3 which is the extezt of this power. 
Firſt over all perſos : for ſo'tis ſaid of Samel, that he 
gathered all 1/#2el to Mizpeh, and there judged them. 
The Church of Rome indced priviledgeth her Prieſts 
from the c7v4il judicature; and there are Others, though 


ſeemingly of far different perſwaſion, that T_T 
| f ave 
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have it believed, they are not concerned in Law, or 
conſequently in government, upon that- aſſertion of 
the Apoſtles, that the Law is not made for the righteous 3 
and. 1n another place, where he ſpeaks of meekneſs, 
temperance, &c. that againſt ſuch there is 10 Law: and 
I agree to-them, that zf zhey do well, asthe ſame Apoſtle 
ſays, Rom. 13. they need not fear; but that upon this 
condition then, ez Lege, if they obſerve the. Law. For 
what ſays the Apoſtle elſewhere 2 Do we then by faith, 
(and I may ſay, do we thenby our good works) #2ake 
void the Lew? yegrather we eſtabliſh it, by performing 
what it commands. Further, Dz#ocenceit {elf may be 
impleaded, and fo fall under the inquiſition of the Law 5 
and *tis the evidence muſt fetch her off: The Law 
then is for clearing, and acquitting the g#iltleſs, no leſs 
then for condemning cri-zznals. As at a Goal-delivery, 
the Billa vera caſts the Priſozer, the no-evidence of 
the fact (ets him free. 

Again, as this judicial power is over all .Perſos, fo 
'tisin all Caxfes, Temporal by the Judge, Spiritual by 
the Biſhop, by each as the Kings Delegate. And $a+-- 
el afted in both theſe capacities here; ſothat he had 
the people upon a double account obliged to him, for 
the puniſhment of cri-zes, and the deciſion of contro- 
werſies in both Corrts, Civil, and Eccleſiaſtical, accord- 
ing tothe ſentence 1n Dex. 17. 12. where having ſent 
them to the Przeſt and the Judge, he tells them, that 
He that will do preſumptuouſly, and will not harken to: 
the Frieſt, or unto the Judge; that' does not ſtand” to: 
their award and ſubmit to their judgment, eve #hat 
2241 ſhould dye. Of thoſe who pretend ſubmiſſton to 
the Judge, but have not the ſame obedience for the 
Prieft, and ſo would own but half a Symne!, we have 

{pokem 


| _ 


ſpoken before, nor ſhall we need to repeat any thing. 


here, | 
4. As, alſo we have at large in the very entrance 
of the diſcourſe treated of the Rule, to wit, .the Law 3 
according to which judgment is to be made 3 ſo that 
we need not have much more to ſay. The Law then, 
by which the Jadee is to be regulated, 1s in the firſt 
place, the Law of /Nature, which indeed is no other 
then the Moral Law 3 and to this all mankind ſtands 
obliged and accountable. Whence the Apoſtle tells us, 
that very Heathens, by the light of Nature, 4ow the 
judgment of God, that they who do ſach things, 5. e. (uch 
asare forbidden by the Law of Nature, are worthy of 
death. Let me only take notice by the way, that there 
are ſbme, who acknowledge no ſuch. thing as a Law 
of Nature; but that theſe things we call Laws, were 10- 
vented upon emergent neceſlities or politick deſigns, 
and ſoare only ex inſtituto &- x7 ovrixuv, by inſtitution 
and compact; and fo are jmpoſitions rather of the go- 
vernment, or but compoſitions at beſt, of the Subjects, 
with the government, then Laws. The PoetFand ſome 
Ancient Philoſophers too, who, knew not the original 
of mankind, makea pleaſant ſtory of it, that men were 


uſed at firſt to fall out and quarrel about their Acorns, 


and other ſuch proviſions, Nature could furniſh them 
with before the invention of Tillagez and with fiſts 
firſt, and then with clubs, diſputed their rights 3 till at, 
laſt the ſtrongeſt, tobe ſure, got the better : but then 
he, that was ſtrongeſt to day, by ill hap, many times, 
. meeting with one ſtronger then he the next, was forced 
torelign the booty of his laſt conqueſt, By this means 
being tired with theſe daily Frays, and grown args 
| of O 
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of their Club-Law 3 one wiſer then the reſt perſwades 
them to quietneſs, and tells them, if they would agree 
and live civilly together, there would be enough for 
them all. Whereupon the #24jor part cf the weak 
ones out-voting the ſtrong, who were but few, and 
would have been apt to fall out among themſelves, 
and could. not, if they had held together, made good 


' their ſmaller party againſt a.multitude in league 3 they 


were all content 3 and preſently Articles were drawn 
UP, and Laws made, and Ales of ſociety confented to 
by which all mankind has, ever ſince, time out of 
mind been governed, Nor has a late (CT am forry I 
cannot call him Chriſizzn Philoſopher) mended the mat-_ 
ter, but made 1t much worſe :- who in his Leovzathan 
ſets down that for a7rive 3 which with them paſt 
only for fancy, or at beſt but conjeFure, According 
to this great Aſter of corrupt reaſon, every man 1s 
free, and has a za4tural right to every thing, he can 
make himſelf maſter of : only men for fear of diſtur- 
bances,and out of care of ſe/f-preſervation,combin'd in- 
to Societies, or elſe over-powerd by force, (for here 
lies the Argument with him, that the longeſt ſword 
creates the belt 77tle) gaveup their Liberty, and quit- 
tingthat r724t, they had by Nature to all things, ſub- 
mitted to unequal terms for peace ſake; chaſing rather 
to ſit down by the loſs, and enjoy a little with quict- 
neſs, then hazard their ſecurity by venturing at ll. 
Henge ſprang Propriety 5 hence Rules of Government 
and Politick Corſiitutions, which are no longer valid, 
ſays that Autior, then they have power to back and 
juſtifie them. - But'if 1t:be fo, that Fear and* Force are 
the principles of Seciety, and the gruunds of $ybjed7- 
02 ; then what hinders, but, wiea a man can —_—_ 
| D | O 
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off that Force, or b2 rid of his own apprehenſion. he 
may return to his natural Freedozr, and re-aſſume his 
antient Kights? At this rate Wives, Monies, Eſtates, all pro- 
perties are expoſed as a prey to the bold; and the Thief, 
if his deſign hit, has a better claim then the Omwrer 
and Rebellion, Murder, Rapes and Kapines, if attended 
with ſucceſs, prove /awſal ations 3 and 'tis miſcarriage 
only makes them Crixres. And the main reaſon, that 
Author offers againſt theſe practices, 1s not becauſe 
they are in themſelves unlawful, but becauſe they are 
to the deſigners wnſafe. Theſe are impious and dan- 
gerous Tenets. Alas! if we hold rogether upon no 
better terms then theſe, where are we? welye hourly 
at the mercy of thoſe, that dare be wicked : and what 
incouragement would this be to wickedneſs, if men 
were per{waded once, that, as they grow proſperous in 
villany, they ceaſe to be wicked? Bur I have ſhewed 
before, that there is no ſuch natural Freelozz, he talks 
of; and that we are born 8«bjeFs; and conſequently, 
that natural Right hg ſpeaks of, 15 under reſtraints and 
limitations. *'Tis true, God made Mar a reaſon- 
able Creature, and Lord of the reſt of the Crea- 
tures. But how? not ſo, as that any one man ſhould 
ingroſs the whole to himſelf, and exclude all others, 
his fellow-men, from a ſhare inthat domrinion. That 
were not reaſoxable (that where theres an equal right, 
there ſhould not be an equal ſhare) and by conſequence 
not ſutable to the nature of 2/47. For he that made 
Man reaſonable, made him ſociable too. He was to 
Marry, to beget Children, to maintain and govern a 
Family, to provide for thoſe that belonged to him. 
His Children were to be obedient to him, to accept of 
his proviſions, to uſe their own induſtry 3 and, when 


they 
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they came tobe Maſters of Families themſelves, totake 
thelikecare of them. Hence came Proprzeties, hence 
Trberitances,' hence Purchaſes , hence Trades, Callings, 
Profeſſions, and other honeſt courſes for getting alive. . 
lihood: Thus, we fee, our firſt Parext bred up his. 
Children, the one to be a Husbandmar, the other tobe a 
Shepherd;[ntimating,that every one is by Naturetolive 
by his own labour, and not-by invading anothers right. 
T hele are the great purpoſes of Society; and all this 
agreeable to Nature, whole grand maxim 'tis, To do as 
we- would be done by. There 1s then a Meum & Tunnt 
founded in Nature. There are ſuch things, as Yertue, 
Honeſty, Equity, Induſiry, Juſtice, and the like to be- 
practiſed amongſt men, even by the Law of Nature: 
and they are to be laoked upon as Hoſtes Humani generis, 
Enemies to Society, Enemies to Nature, that would 
perſwade the world to the contrary. | 
But there are, I ſaid, beſides This of Natyre, other 
Poſitive Laws, which oblige the external aFions of men, 
and by which men are to be judged; and thoſe both 
Political and Eccleſiaſtical, in the making of which, par- . 
ticular Common-wealths and Churches are left by Di- 
vine Wiſdom to their own Lzberty : God himſelf hav- 
ing provided nothing in that kind for us; only left us 
a Model of his own Government amongſt his own peo- 
ple, in the Jewiſh State and Church to wit, the Judz- 
_ cial and Ceremonial Law. Asto Church affairs, though 
thoſe Ceremonies, being only Types and Shadows of 
Chriſt, had their end and completion at his coming, 
and ſo weare obliged againſt them 3 yet, ſeeing God 
cannot be worſhiped without ſome ceremony, 'tis not 
to be imagined, that publick Authority ſhonld want 
power for the ordering of Externals in the worſhip of 
D 2 God. 
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Cod. But as to matters of Pe/itie, that frame of go- 
vernment, which God with his own hand ſet up, de- 
ſerves our zexeration ſure; and Calvin further acknow- 
ledges, that many of thoſe Ales and AMethods may by 
any Chriſtian State be ſafely. iz7itated, and fairly tran- 
ſcribed into practice. L 

I ſhall not here ſtart that geſ{;on, which Sir Thom 
Moor,” once Chancellour of England, and the ornament 
of his conntry, in his Vfopia doth, why we puniſh Theft 
with death, and not as the Judicial Law preſcribes; 
. becauſe I have already anſwered it, and the late ſuc- 
cels has juſtified the ſeverity. 5 

Only having ſpoken ſo much of the Law of Nature, 
let me add one word (T beg the Lawyers pardon, if I 
ſpeak iz alieno foro) concerning our Municipal or Cone 
210 Law; (neither Law nor Prayer is ere a whit the 
worſe, for being Common) that there is not any Law 
extant, either in Books or PraFice, which comes ſo near 
the Jas Naturale, as Ours does 3 being a kind of un- 
written Law, grounded upon Cſto, and built up by 
Jong experience of its Uſefulneſi and Convenience, hav- 
1ng been long before the Congueronrs time, {who only 


put it into a Frezch dreſs and livery, as a cognizance | 


of his conquelt) practiſed here,among the $4axo7s, and, 
as 'tis more then probable, .among the antient Britans 
' too, whole Druids, as they were learned men, ſo were 
able Lawyers, yet would never commit any thing to 
writing. 

I have done with the Office: a word or two of his 
Patent and Refrdence. 

II. His Patent was ſigned for him durante vita, he 
wasa Judge all the days of his life: nor was +1) eva 
ciarypower extinguiſhed or ſuperſeded by the ſuper- 
| induction 
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indugion of the Regal, as may appear by his giving Or- 
ders to Saul, and his calling him © arcount for his 
neglect, and his hewing 4g2g in C//-7/; fo thatgSanl 
one might think were till Sazzzels youth only the Ge- 
eral, adminiſter belli, to execut: ti.2 orders of War. 
Yet Saint Part having ſaid, that ©; 4 had given the 
Jews Judges for about the ſpace of 42 years, till $4- 
muel the Prophet z adds that then {e gave them King 
Saul 4oyears3 1 which account he includes Semmels 
time: too. ' Wherefore ſume thus explain it, all the 
days of his Life, from Fl:'s death,.till Sayl's being 
made Kjng. One of the Rebgins asks how this could 
be, how he cou!d be Judge all the days of his lifes and 
anfwers himſelF (as thar ſort of people are full of fancy 
and confidence} that Samuel while he was DR WDI 77 
his mothers belly, was made a Judge, and choſen into 
the Sanhbearimn. However he was the laſt of this Or- 
der of the Judges, and the power expired with him; 
his Sons having been as faulty in Szate.as Eli's had been 


' mthe Church, as corrupt Judges, as they were ſcanda- 


lous Prieſts: wherefore as the lewdneſs of Hophn; and 
Phineas turned old Fli's Family out of the Prieſthood, 
ſo. Sarmel's Sons by their mifdemeanours, outed them- 
ſelves out of the Civil Government. 

IV. ZLaftly, Hisconſtant Reſrdence was Ramah,a City 
of Benjamin, where his houſe was, and where his Fa- 
ther and Mother had dwelt before. Here he built an 
Altar tor publick worſhip, which the Jewiſh Mafters 
tell us, was lawful even for any private man to do at 
that time, when the Tabernacle at $h;loþ was pulled 
down, and deſtroyed after the taking of the Ark. 
Oncewe read, that, when David came to him from 
Court, they went and dwelt together at Najoth, which 


(22) 
was hard by-3 I ſuppoſe, for more privacy in his 
College there. And here at laſt he laid his bones. 
Ramah was his Dwelling, his Retirement, his 
| Seat of Juſtice, his Sepnlchre. Hither, as long as he 
liv'd, allthe people of 77ael came up for Juſtice; for 
it was a-place of hzgh ſituation, the name imports. 
For though there might be 1-ferionr Conrts in other 
Cities, at leaſt deputations elſewhere: yet here was 
the ſupreme Conrt of Appeals, which afterwards in Da- 
vid's time was tranſlated to Jernſuler, Pſal. 122, Thi- 
ther the Tribes go up 3 for there are the ſeats of Judg- 
ment, ſeats of the houſe of David. 

And now tis time for me toleave Ramah,and ſet my 
face towards Bethel and Gzlgal, and AMzpeh, where [ 
muſt, having ſo little time left me, make but a ſhort 
Circuit; where firſt we ſhall take a view of the Places, 
and thez ccrilider the neceflity and reaſons of this 1tire- 
rant Juſtice. 

T. 'The Places, where Samuel kept his Aſſizes, were 
eminent and remarkable in ſtory ; large $hire-Towrs, 
yet at no great diſtance neither from one another, ly- 
ing inas narrow a compals perhaps as this County, we 
are now in. Indeed whole Jewry was no large piece of 
ground, being, (asI am told by one that undertakes to 
correft Adrichomixs) nomore then ſeventy mileslong, 
where 'tis longeſt, and but eighteen over in breadth 5; 
yet very populous it was, becauſe very fruitful. 

I. Beth-el a City of Benjamin, Here Jacob ſaw the 
viſion of the Ladder, gave it its name, #he Houſe of 
God, and ſet up a Pillar; at his return was himſelf here 
named 17el, and built an Altar. Here the 4rk of the 
Covenant was, before it was. removed to $h:l0h, and 
Phineas, Eleazar's (on, ſtood beforeit. 

2. Gilgal 


ry 
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2. Gilgal a City in the plains of Jericho, belonging 
to Ephraim. Herethe childrenof 7ſrae were circum- 


ciſed, having n-gletted that Sacrament ever ſince their 


coming out of Eg ypt3 and therefore 'twas called Gzlgal, 
becauſe the Lord that day ro!led away the reproach of 
Ee ypt from oft them. Here the twelve Stones after 


their paſlage over Jordan were pitched. Here $anmel 


hewed Agag in picces before the Lord, becauſe Sant 
had forborn the execution. 

3. Mizpeh a City of Judah, inthe valley,as we read 
Joſh. 15. but inthe 18. 'tis reckoned among the Cities 
of Benjamin, with Ramah, and Bethel, *Tis likely it 
might ſtand in the confines of both Tribes. It was, I 
take it, L2ban's heap of (tones, which he and Jacob had 
raiſed, and called 1/2pah3 that is, a Beacon or Watch- 
Tower, ſaying, the Lord watch between thee and me. 
Here was the Iſraelites conſtant Rendezvous. Here 
they encamped againſt the Awmonites, when Jephtha 
was their Leader. Here they all gathered together 
unto the Lord againſt the Benjamites, Here laſtly at 
the 6 verſe of this Chap. all 1/7ael was by Samuel's or- 
derſummoned to appear 3 and kept a Faſ?, and powr'd 
out water before the Lord, #hat zs, tears of repentance, 
as Grotius underſtands it 3 and Samwel Judged them 
here, that is, puniſhed them for their iniquities, and 
offered up a burnt-offering: and then miraculouſly the. 
Philiſtines werediſcomfited. 

There were reaſons then ſufficient, both Politick, and 
Religions,for Samuel to make, choice of theſe places, that 
were thus 7-»obled and Conſecrated by ſuch Famons and 
Sacred actions, for his ſeat of Juſtice; whence the Lxx 
render it, T1 Tos nyiaopirog Teo, in all theſe- holy 


fandified places. Andihat we may not paſs them without 


ſome 
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ſome Obſervation, Our Reverend Judges, though they 


gonat the ſame Stages with $4mme!l, they goupon the 
ſame Deſigns. They begin at Fethel, the Church, the houſe 


of God, where judgment uſes, and ought to begin, 


there to enquire of the Lord. | They proceed to Gil- 
gl, to roll away the reproach of the Countries by pu- 
miſhing malefaCtors 3 and to 277zpeh, to inquire into 
miſdemeanours, and ſee what condition the Publick 
1s 1n. Forlo they areſtyledin Law, Jaſtitiarii deans 


bulantes &» perluftrantes, Juſtices that takea walk, and 


make a view of the Countries. And at this time I 
may ſay we.are molt properly met..in Mzpeh, upon a 
day appointed by the Church for Humiliation, to pour 
outour water before the Lord, and to bewail our own 


ſins, and the- ſfins-of the Nation, as the 7/7aelites did 


firſt,,and then $amel judged them, 


"IL. As to the neceſlity of this Juſtice in Crrcnit, 
(though $2-mel's may be called an Epiſcopal Viſitation 
too, he being the High-Prieft) It 1s, that Juſtice may 


like the $47, the: great Miniſter of Nature, Viſit all 


places,and Influence all parts of the Nation with light, 
and heat, and vigour: it being as impoſtible the Come 


monwealth ſhould fubſiſt one day without Jzſzice, as , 
the lower world be maintained without the $x. Tis (a1 C 


here; he rode Circuit from year to year 3 but Joſephus 
tells us, Cand I know not, whether the Hebrew may not 
well bear that interpretation) that he did it ds 7 Zrvs, 
twice a year, as Ours do. | 
The Cauſes of this perambylation I take tobe four ; 
wo in reſpect of the People, and two in reſpect of the 


Hynes. 2 | 
I. For 


So 
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I. For the People. *Tis for their Faſe ; that they are 
notput to the trouble and charge of bringing up their 
cauſes to Ramah, to the Eigher Tribunal, the Kings 
Bench; buthave them tryed 77 propriis comfatibus. 

2. It throws an Aw? upon the Community, when 
they ſee juſtice brought home to their own doors. 
Darius was wont to complain, his Empire was like a 


raw Bull-hide 5 tread it down in one place, it would 


riſe up in another : but where Taſtice 1s lent into all 
parts of tire Landat the ſame time, and judgment 18 A- 
like adminiitred 1n every diſtrict, all !1ealily kept in 
ordcr. 

Again asto the Cauſes to be tryed. 

r. Some arcluch, as cannot handſomly be judged, 
but zpezr the places for the convenience of Witneſſes, 
the circymitances of the 767g, and the ji adgment of 
the V9i'. Ji. (088 As 'tisin the Court of 1 Niſprim s$ for mat- 
ters of F.2 7 

2, Othersadmitnot of delay as great and horri- 
ble offences, tobe inquired into and puniſhed, flagrante 
Crizzine out of hand, Thus God himſclf came down to 
B. el, to Sodom and Gomorrna, aSIt were upon a:Comme- 

321;jtor of Oger and Terminer, And this EXPEGItION of 


' Tuitice, and oz/ting of delays, is given asthe main rea- 


lon of Ttinerant Juſtice: ad celerem ju itiait ined parte 
exhib s end an. 


I comenow to Application, and lct not 27 do't net- 

—_—_ but let $4a-zret himſelf: yet not as a Juage to g1ve 

e Charge here, but as a Prophet and a Prie/z, ut humble 
manner teatldrec him [f, | 

Firſtto zzy Lord the Judge. You are now at Bethel, 

inthe houſe of Ga 5 may Got ir ect you, The Judgment 

is 
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is His. Your Perſons, your Funiions are ſacred - 
You your ſelves in Scripture Language are ſtiled 
Gods, Elohim. God ſtandeth in the Congregation of the 
Gods. The Confidence, the Law repoſes in you, is as 
great, as the Truſt, ſhe hath diſpoſed to you- and 
That's noleſs then the L7ves and Fortunes of all her $yþ» 


jeFs. De Fide & Officio Judicis non recipitur Queſtio, 


is one of her known Maxims. A Judge Is viva Lex 

aliving Law 3 and ought to be like the Law, | 
Without Paſſzor, | 
Without Partiality. 

Next to you, the Worſhipful, the Juſtices and Ger 
try of the Country 3 who areintruſted with the Peace, 
and one way or other, what by Authority, what by 
Example, with the Concerns of the Government, that 
you would make it your buſinels to encourage and che- 
riſh Moral Honeſty and Truth in dealings among the Peo- 
plez and to diſcover and defeat all knaviſh and falſe 
pradices, which pervert the purpoſes of goverment, 
and cut the very Sinews and Ligaments of Socjety, 


(which conſiſts 1n a mutual confidence) by bringing 


menintoa general diſtruſt and jealouſre of one another, 
The Learned Jew,I ſpoke of before, in his Book,called 
CoZri, ingenuoully confeſles, that 1twas upon this, that 
God was ſo highly diſpleaſed with the 7/7aelites, that 
they reſted themſelves upon their Aeligrous Ser- 
vices, their Oblitions and Sacrifices, and other parts 
and acts of Gods Worſhip 3 whereas in the mean time 
they wholly negle&ed the Laws of Nature, and the 
Rules of Society: the neglect whereof does by incvita- 
ble conſequence tend to the difjolution of the Commu- 
ities of Men it being a vain pretence, any man makes 


to Religion and the Worſhip of God , who wilfully 


breaks 


F 
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breaks thoſe Obligations and Ties, by which he ſtands 
bound to God and 147, upon the very account of Na- 
tyre. I wiſh this were well conſidered by Thoſe, who 
make a great pudder about Rel;gioz5 and yet are not 
at all ſcrupulous of pablick danger; and I heartily pray, 
that common Hozeſty, and good Aprality, that Truth 
and Jaſtice, anda due Obedzence to Authority, which 
are the beſt and only preſervatives of Kingdozz and 


. Religion both, may more vigoroully and conſtantly , 


more Conſcientiouily and Univerſally be practiſed a- 
mongſt us.” Till this be done, we have but ſmall hopes of 
ſceing either Chxrch or State in a flouriſhing condition, 

To you the Worthy Counſellors and other Pradiſ- 
ers of Law. You are allin your Spheres under our 
Reverend $axzels, Miniſters of State too. Your Im- 
ployment 1s Publick, yofir Profeſſion Noble. Shall 
I tell you the end of the Law? Ineed not. I cannot do 
it better, then inthe wordsof a Worthy Author of your 
ownina molt excellent Prefuce he has to Chancellor Fl- 
leſincre betore his Book of Reports. Tt is, he tells you, to 
Comfort ſuch as are Grieved,to Counſel ſuch as are Perplexs 
ed.,to Relieve ſich as are Circumvented, to Prevent the Ruin 
of the Improvident, to Save the Tnnocent, to Support the 
Tmpotent, to Take the Prey ont of the month of the Op- 
preſſor, to Proted the Orphan, the Widow and the Stran= 
ger. Tis ſad, when any Noble Faculty (as yours is) 
deligned for the Good of Mankind, is made to ſerve 


the Pradicioners private Advantage, more then the 


Benefit of $oczety. | 
To you, the Pl:intiff and Parties concerned; that 
you would ſtudy tobe quiet, not to trouble Law with 
every trifle. I know the Apoſtle 1. Cor. vi. ſpeaks of 
Heathen Judicatures, that he would not have Chriſtians 
E 2 repair 


_ 
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repair to for Juſtice. I know the Law init ſelf andits 
own purpoſes is good, and was appotnted to geter- 
mine controverſies, and to put an end to differences : 
But 'tis ſuch Difſerexces, as cannot be otherwite ended, 
To bring every ſmall matter before the Judge, that 
might have been taken up at home, 1s to abuſe Law 
and Goſpel both, as being a great diſturbance to Go- 
verninent, and as great a breath of Ciriitian Charity, 
The A4poi7les reproof, I am atratd, may be applyed to 
too toomany, zn the 7th ver. of that Chap, There 25 
utterly a fault among you, becauſe you go to Law with one 
another. Why do you not rather ttke wrong? Why do yoit 
not rather ſiffer your ſelves to be defranded 2 Nay you do 
wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. Thereare 
ſome, it ſzems, who, as we ule to fay, will neither do 
right, nor take wrong. | 

In the /2/# place, to you, 1itne/es, that you ſet the 
God of Trath before you , and allure your-ſelyes, that 
your fouls will go along with your depotions. He 
that atteſts a falſhood knowingly, wounds God in his 
deareſt Attribute; and where he does not know, he 
ought not to ſay. _ Eſpecially you Jurors, remember 
you are ſworn men. It mult be a zerdid, atrue ſaying 
upon your Oaths, you are to give in. It1sa ſhame to 
confider, how cheap 0aths are grown amongſt us 3 hovy 
the reputation of Fxg/iſh Faith and honeſty is loſt in 
this point. * Az Oath, the Author to the Hebrews ſays, 
# the end of all controverſie. Juſtice cannot be effected, 
nor Government ſecured without it. There are 79 
{orts of men peccant upon this account. Let me beg 
the favour of your patience; to ſpeak a word with botn 
of them, 


&- 
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7. Thoſe that ro//3 totake Oaths at all. 
2. Thoſe that wil! take them hand over head, and 
not .care how nor'si hat they /ivear, 
1. There isa fort of men, that will not take Oaths. 
T have a charity for them, but I wiſh it be not upon 
this ground, becauſe they haverformerly broker their 
oaths, or becat iſethey are reſolved afore-hand not to 
Keep t them, that they will not take them now. Let me 
tell them, this {ſtubborn fy s/al, 1F fo, 1s in it ſelf 7zter- 
pret tative perj 1y 5 tor they are born-ſibje@s, whether 
they ſwer ag no. But we will ſuppole it is out of 
Corſciznce of an Oath, as 'tisan Oath. They obje@ that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtle James have cexpretly forbidden 
itz Swear ot at all, lay they. Right: but examine the 
Context 3 it ſtands thus. 7 hath been ſaid by them of 
ol4 time Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ff. - But T ſay 
nuto you 5 ſivear not at all. 
Firſt then from the oppoſition, I ak them, whether 
Chriſt in this place has cancelled that Prohibition of for- 


ſwearing ones ſelf, or no: for fo the oppoſrtion ſtands 


Tt has been ſaid, thou ſvalt not for youu thy ſelf. But 
T ſay. ſwear not at all. It they fay b e has; there will 
follow this abſurdity,that Chriſ2, though he bids us of 
ſwear at all, yet he allows us to forſwear our ſelves. 
But this prohibition without doubt ſtands _$o0d ſtill 5 
for 'tis brought in with the ſame form of words, as 
the 6th and 5th Commandwments are, Te have heard,that 
it was ſaid by thein of old times Thou ſhalt not kill; 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery: and1 hope, they will 
not lay. Chriſt | nas repeal'd thoſe commanding ents. If the 
prohibition thea {tand good, it follows that if a man 
muſt not wy; him(c] f, he may lawfully ſivear 3 for 
elſc hovy can he poſti>ly forſwear him(elf? Andit wenn 

fooliſh; 
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fooliſh, idle impertinent precept, which forbids a fin 
that 'tis impoſſible for a man to commit 3 to forbid per- 
jury, and not allow an 0ath. 

2. From the particular inſtances, Swear not at all, ncz- 
ther by Heaven, nor by the Earth, nor by Jeruſalem,zor by 
thy Head. It is evident,our Saviour meant only frivolous 
Oaths, by any of the Creatures, or by any other thing 
then God: and ſo Saint James enlarges it 3 for leaving 
out Jeraſalew, and ones head, he adds nor any other 

- Oath, that is, asit muſt be underſtood, any other ſuch 
Oath; and this is further confirm'd by the reaſon given 
to each 7»/tance,which refers not to the aF of ſwearing, 
as it ſhould have done, had Chr;/? intended, as they 
ſay : but tothe -atyre of the thing (worn by. Not by 
Heayer, for it 1s Gods Throne ; not by the Earth, for itis 
his Foot-Sfool; not by Jeruſalem, for it 1s the City of the 
great King; not by thy head, 'becauſe thou, canſt not 
nake one hair white or black, Ando as Saint James, 
not by azy other thing. q.d. Theſe, and thelike, are all 
Gods Creatures, and therefore ſwearing being a Reli- 
27ons alt, they are not to be ſwory by. Now in that 
he forbids ſwearing by Heaven and Earth, &c. becauſe 
Creatures 3 canwe therefore infer we may not upon 
Juſt cauſe ſear by God himſelf, the Creator? Rather 
it follows that, ſeeing we are forbidden to ſwear by 
theſe things, becauſe Creaturesz therefore we may, 
and muſt, when there 1s occafion, ſwear by God. 
' 3. From our $avionrs deſign. We mult obſerve 
Chriſt's ſcope and purpoſe in all that 5.Chap. of Saint 
At. It wastoclear and vindicate the Moral Law, from 
thofe abuſes and corruptions, which the Phariſees falſe 
Gloſſes had put uponit. This appears by thoſe other 
Evo, They held, ſo a man did not 4z// his brother, 1t 
was 


— 
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was well enough 3 he might be argry with him, he might 
call him Fool, and not be guilty of the breach of that com- 
mand; ſo hedid not actually ye with a woman, he might: 
look on her, and luſt after her, without any offence. Our 
$4viour contrariwiſe condemns /urther 1n the Heart, and 
Adultery 1n the Eye. . So here the Phariſees Tenet was, 
that ſo a man did not forſwear himſelf, did not ſwear 
falſely, he might ſwear, as he pleaſed, and by what he 
pleaſed; as id!y ashe would. Wherefore 'tis only ſuch 
zdle, impertinent,unneceſlary ſearing that is here forbid= 
den, as well as {wearing fal/e. | 

4. Fromthe cloſe or latter oppoſition 3 Swear 20t at all; 
But let your Communication be yea, yea; nay, nay. Tis 
plain that ſwearing is here forbidden, oaly in ordinary 
diſcourſe, in our Communication, not upon extraordinary 
occaſion before the 1agiſtrate or in a place of Judica- 
ture, wherean Oath is to be the end of ſtrife. 

5. Laſtly, CandI willleave it with them) from Saint 
Games himſelt; Tea, Tea; Nay, Nay, Where will they 
find that Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles, or any of the 
New Teſtament $4izts uſed theſe forms of ſpeech, ſo as 
they doeven toa ridiculous ſuperſtition, What do you 
think of St. Paul, whoin his Epiſtles, which are reckon- 
ed familiar diſcourſes, where he 1s to vouch any weighty 
Truth, fearsnot to naſe ſuch forms as theſe, Before God 7 
lye not 5, T proteſt by your rejoycing, and the like. Would 


; he, do you think, had he been called ,into a Chriſtian 


Court, ſolemnly to bear witneſs to the Trath, have ſcru- 
pled an Oath? would he have anſwered'to an Interroga- 
tory Tea or Ny? Noz that was not the meaning, Saint 
James will te]l them, what Chrii# meant. Swear ot at all, 
lays he, but let your Tea, be Tea, and your Nay, Nay. 3.e. 1n 
your converſation be honeſt men,and ſtand toyour word, 
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fn your dealings, in your aflertions, in your promiſes 5 
let your word be your word, . your ez, yea 5 and your 
"2119, Hay 5 and then you need not firear: your word will 
be taken without an Oath, For "tis commonly ſeen, that 
thoſe find lealt credit, who bind all they ſay with Oaths ; 
and that thoſe, who ſirz.cr molt, arc Jealt believed. 

And thisbrings us to Thoſe, who make light of Oaths; 
are very ready to tak? them, and. more ready to'break 
them, But ſuch muſt know, that! the violation of an 
04th, 1s the higheſt violation of Conſcience that. can be; 
and that God 1s Fitneſs and Frulg? both 3 and that *tis 
dangerous to call him to bei/;tneſs of a lyc, who will be 
ſure tobe an Averrger of 1t 3 and that though Perjury per- 
haps 1s got into-that practice, that it has loſt the 7:fumy, 
which docs of right belong toit among(t men, yet it will 
not mils of divine Pergeanceeven in this life; that 'tis the 
boldeft affront can be aftered to Gods 0x7n;ſcience, to his 
reracity,to his Juſtice, to his Wiſdom, to his Power, to in- 
title him to fallhood, and cover it with his holy and ble(- 
ſed Name'; and that though they may clude a Huxzare 
Judicature, and eſcape in this life, yet inthe wext; when 
they appear, as we all muſt before the judement ſeat of 
God, their injured conſciences will ſtand ont, and wit- 
neſs, and draw uplarge declarations againſt them to their 
eternal confuſion, and condemnation. | | 

Now may God the righteous Judge of all the Earth, (6 
dire you all, in what yon go about, that you may have the 
Bleſſing, that the Country way have the Benefit, and that 


God himſelſ may have the Glory. Amen. 
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